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Connect With Us
- Visit ThetaRhoLambda.org to learn
more information about our chapter and
upcoming events.
-Attend any of our upcoming events to
get to know the brothers of our chapter.
-Email info@thetarholambda.org to
learn the details of our upcoming
chapter meetings.
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Personal Announcements
Bro. Robinson celebrated the 39th
anniversary of his Dec. 1, 1979 initiation.
Congratulations to Bro. Justin Harris on the
birth of his daughter and first child, Nola
Gwyn Harris, born on October 22, 2018.
Congratulations to Bro. Mike Bajit for
reaching his 25th Anniversary as an
Alphaman on June 19th, 2018.
Congratulations to Bro. John Busby (TRL FA
'17) for graduating from the University of
Maryland College Park with his Masters in
Cybersecurity.
Check out Bro. Philip Wilkerson's (TRL FA
'17) podcast Positive Philter to listen to
Theta Rho Lambda's Fall 2017 initiates as
they discuss the lessons they've learned
during their first year as members of Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and the goals they
have for the future.
Check out the podcast
on Apple Podcast or
Libsyn

Upcoming Events
December 21st- Santa's Winter Wonderland
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901
Wythe St.
Contact: Bro.. Jason Hawkins (TRL FA '17)
February 7-10th, 2019 - 76th VACAPAF
Convention
Hampton, VA
Regular Registration ends 12/31/18
April 25th, 2019 - 87th Eastern Region
Convention
Albany, NY
Early Bird Registration ends 12/31/18
June 2nd, 2019- Chapter Retreat
Location TBD
July 24-28th, 2019 - 95th General
Convention
Las Vegas, NV
Early Bird Registration ends 12/15/18
Regular Registration Ends 3/15/19
Register for the Convention
through AlphaNet
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Then and Now: Reflections and History of Alphas
By: Bro. Marc Peters (FA '16) & Bro. Patrick Harris (FA '16)
For this issue of the Image of Alpha, we take a moment to reflect on the 2018 Midterm Elections. We
asked brothers to share their thoughts about this historical election season. Bro. Marc Peters (TRL FA
‘16), Chair of the Theta Rho Lambda Chapter’s S.E.P.I.A. Committee, provided the following personal
reflection:
I recall "The Irish In America: Long Journey Home," a PBS
special, where the narrator stated that Irish-Americans
finally came into their own with the election of John F.
Kennedy. He said that if the electorate trusted a native-son
of Ireland to be leader of the country and the free world,
then the Irish-Americans were finally accepted as full
citizens of the United States. In 2008, I wondered if the same
might be true for African Americans with the election of the
"skinny kid with a funny name." More than 10 years later,
and after the defeat of my wife's and my chosen candidate,
Hillary Clinton, the defeats of both Stacey Abrams and
Andrew Gillum, and especially the defeat of Mike Espy in
Mississippi, I have my doubts, and I feel thrust backwards in
time.
I wish we had political leaders who ran on confronting the
issue of race, instead of running from it, and would treat
"white identity extremists" like "Black Identity Extremists." I
wish we had political leaders who could, for example, push
the Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism to
declare the Alt-Right, the Ku Klux Klan, the Proud Boys, the
Suidlanders, and other neo-nazi and white supremacist hate
groups around the world as terrorist organizations, who
then can be prosecuted as such by law enforcement.
Exercising our right to vote is more important now as it’s
always been. Given who is in the White House Oval Office,
behind the Resolute Desk, and leading the GOP, the global
system of white supremacy is made stronger by his
presence, and the sun-kissed vision of living in a just, correct
world grows ever distant and bleak.
Bro. Marc Peters eloquently details how the results of the
2018 election showcase the similarities between then and
now. This comparison prompts a necessary trip back in
time to track the true history of one of the fraternity’s most critical initiatives: A Voteless People
is a Hopeless People. The national fraternity initiative was born in the mid-1930s when
American citizens were in the midst of the Great Depression and African-Americans were in the
midst of the Great Depression and African-Americans were in the midst of the blatantly racist
antics of Jim Crow. Despite this, this generation of Alpha men did not fall victim to their
circumstances. The fraternity turned their ideas for change into action and created the Alpha Phi
Alpha Education for Citizen Campaign of 1937. Apart of the campaign was educating the masses
on the importance of being engaged citizens. Brothers, printed tags with the slogan: “A Voteless
People is a Hopeless People”.
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Alpha’s voting initiative was just starting to take steam.
After many years of using the slogan as a part of the
Alpha Phi Alpha Education for Citizen Campaign of 1937,
the men of Alpha specifically worked in voting
campaigns and in the citizenship programs after
receiving news of the impact the campaign slogan had
in both the South and the North. From the History of
Alpha Phi Alpha, “Brother Ishamel P. Flory described
these endeavors: “These brothers, in the best Alpha
tradition and ritual, are organizing and working so that
Negroes might exercise the right to vote in the South”
(pg. 301). A voting people can move closer to living in a
world set on a course with Brother Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s “arc of the moral universe” towards justice.

2018 Virginia Senate
and House Midterm
Election Results

Despite the passing of the 15th constitutional
amendment, African-Americans still were faced with
outlandish racist backlash at the polls. AfricanAmericans were often prevented from voting due to
threats of physical attacks and retaliation and poll taxes.
Equally, there was a lack of understanding surrounding the voting process. Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity has continued to educate the masses on the voting process and on the importance of
exercising our right to vote.
The Fraternity continued this effort in the 2018 Midterm Election with the implementation of
Voter Registration I.C.E. Bro. Everett Ward, the 35th General President of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc., explains that the initiative builds upon the legacy of a Voteless People is a
Hopeless People and further “focuses on how our communities should Inform, Collaborate, and
Execute (I.C.E.) in anticipation of the midterm elections.” The national leadership continues to
help organize over 700 chapters of Alpha men who hope to make the world a better place
through educating ourselves and our peers while exercising our democratic right. Furthermore,
brothers have an opportunity to further demand the change our world needs through the
upcoming 2019 elections of Alpha men who will help lead our fraternity into the future. '
Brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity continue to understand the true need to not only exercise
our constitutional right to vote, but to also continue the action of educating our communities to
impact more change. We encourage all brothers of Theta Rho Lambda Chapter to get involved
with the chapter’s efforts in continuing the work set out by the Fraternity in 1937. To join the S.
E.P.I.A. Committee or volunteer with the chapter’s other efforts in this area, contact Bro. Marc
Peters.
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Condolences to Bro. Isaac Cannon (TRL FA '82)
By: Bro. Otha Meyers
Brother Isaac J. Cannon was initiated into Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., on October 23, 1982. For a number of years, he was
an active member of Theta Rho Lambda Chapter in Arlington,
Virginia. In his professional life, Bro. Cannon was an educator and
chose to teach at the elementary grade level. He often spoke of
the need for men, especially African-American men, to become
teachers early in the lives of students. He was passionate about
the opportunity to influence the lives of young African-American
boys who often had never had a male teacher.
Bro. Cannon’s aspiration was to teacher in schools with a
significant population of challenging students, as opposed to many
colleagues who aspired to only work in schools with a limited
population of challenging students. Bro. Cannon entered Omega
Chapter on November 2nd, 2018.

Bro. Marc Peters Named 2018 Theta Rho Lambda
Brother of the Year
By: Bro. Lenard Williams (TRL FA '09)
We would like to congratulate Bro. Marc Peters for becoming the Theta Rho Lambda Chapter
Brother of the Year for 2018. Bro. Peters serves in various roles for the chapter. Some of the
roles are chapter Recording Secretary, NPHC Liaison, Theta Rho Lambda Education Foundation
board member, A Voteless People Is A Hopeless People lead, and Sociological, Economic,
Political, Involvement, and, Action (S.E.P.I.A.) Committee Chairman. It is within these roles that
Bro. Peters has exemplified leadership, initiative, and dedication which are determining
characteristics of a brother deserving to be Brother of the Year for the 2018 fraternal year.
Congratulations once again on this much deserving award.
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Congratulations to TRL Brothers for achieving
Life Membership!
Bro. Michael Frempong - October 2017
Bro. Dockery Lambert - November 2017
Bro. Mark Forrest - July 2018
Bro. Marc Peters - November 2018
Bro. Shawn Pressley - November 2018

Become A Life member

All brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha have the opportunity
to secure Life Membership. Life Membership is
currently $3,000. Brothers will have up to 5 years to
complete the payment.
It takes $150 and an application to begin the
process.
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Register Today via Alphanet for
all Alpha conventions!

