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A Message from the Chapter President
Written by Bro. Lenard Williams
For over 45 years, The Image of Alpha has been used as an instrument to
present chapter events, chapter member accomplishments, and
communicate additional chapter related information to the brotherhood
and community at large. I am extremely excited to see the Theta Rho
Lambda of today continue this tradition. I hope that this issue of The
Image of Alpha provides readers a glance at some of the programs and
service the chapter is involved in. The chapter has made strides
collaborating with other organizations. Is it through these collaborations
that we hope to increase the impact that we have in Arlington and
Alexandria, Virginia. Having just wrapped up our Thanksgiving Basket
Distribution, I am reminded that we have entered into the season of
giving to others and also giving thanks for what we ourselves have. May
these holidays be a blessing to you and your family and if you have the
capability, please be a blessing to someone in need.

Personal Announcements

Upcoming Events

TRL would like to send a special
congratulations to the following brothers for
their personal and fraternal
accomplishments:

December 21st, 2017
Winter Wonderland Day of Service
(Alexandria, VA)

Bro. Lamarcus Davis named Executive Vice
President of Clinical Operations for Phenom
Surgical, LLC
Bro. Lenard Williams started a new position
at Planned Systems International on
November 6th near Union Station.
Bro. Patrick Harris accepted the Early Career
Educator of Color Award from the National
Council of Teachers of English
Bros. Kevin Glover, and. George Faulk, &
Jarryd Taylor (TRL Fall '07) celebrated 10
years in Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.
Bros. Dockery Lambert, Lloyd Haskett, and
Michael Frempong completed their Life
Memberships.
Bro. Marc Peters tied the knot during the
summer of 2017 and Bro. Detron Brown will
tie the knot in December 2017.
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January 15th, 2018
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
(Arlington, VA & MLK Monument (DC)

February 15th - 18th, 2018
75th Annual VACAPAF Convention
(Richmond, VA)
April 26th - 29th, 2018
86th Annual Eastern Region Convention
(Hartford, CT)

“There Goes an Alphaman!”
50th Anniversary and Legacy of Bro. Dr. Thomas Penn (Golden Jubilee)
October 1967-October 2017
Additionally, he has completed a number of
certificate programs in management and
leadership development at the universities of
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Southern California,
and Tennessee, as well as at Duke, George
Washington, Harvard, and Yale universities,
and at MIT.

Brothers, on behalf of the My Brother’s Keeper
(MBK) Committee we recognize the legacy and
50th Anniversary (Golden Jubilee) of Brother
Dr. Thomas Penn, who is a Life member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and has been a
member of the Theta Rho Lambda (TRL) Chapter
for 50 consecutive years as well.
Brother Dr. Penn, was initiated in October
1967, as TRL’s first initiate after its founding in
1964. During his tenure, he has served as
Financial Secretary, Recording Secretary, Dean
of Pledges, and as Master-of- Ceremony for the
Annual Black and Gold Ball. He has also served
on the Education Foundation Committee. In the
community, he has served in many capacities,
including with the Board of Directors of the
Arlington Symphony; Arlington Committee of
100; Arlington Red Cross; Commander
American Legion post; chairman Arlington
Tenant Landlord Commission; and member of
Arlington Planning Commission.
Brother Dr. Penn is the epitome of our beloved
fraternal principles “Brotherhood, Leadership,
Scholarship, and Service to Mankind.” With
respect to scholarship, he has earned a number
of impressive credentials, including Bachelor of
Science, Master of Science and Master of Arts,
and Doctor of Education degrees.

He served in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
during the Korean War. Immediately upon
release from active duty, Brother Dr. Penn
joined the faculty at the Engineer School, Fort
Belvoir, Virginia. With 39 years of service, his
federal career ended as Acting Director of
what is now the Bolger Leadership Center,
Potomac, Maryland.
Brother Dr. Penn is currently an emeritus
member of the prestigious Phi Delta Kappa
(PDK) International, a professional association
for educators, American University Chapter
0151. He serves as Special Recognition
Representative and Chaplain. He has been a
member of PDK for over 50 years, and is also a
charter member of the AU Chapter. Concurrent
with his professional education, he was
associate professor of education, adjunct
professor, lecturer, and contract instructor at
Northern Virginia Community College,
Federal City College, the University of
Maryland, and Howard University. He also
served as a member of the Arlington County
School Board. Brother Dr. Penn is a life
member of the Virginia Congress of Parents
and Teachers, as well as the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People.
Hear, hear! We salute Brother Dr. Thomas Penn
for “Holding Alpha High” and for a job welldone!
Written by:
Bro. Dr. Keith E.
Robinson &
Bro. Gillis Taylor
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"When you walk down the street, in the
community, let people think if they
don't say it; there goes an Alpha man."

- Bro. Dr. Thomas Penn

Congratulations to our Fall 2017 Neos!
1. Bro. Philip Wilkerson
"ProphICEy"
2. Bro. Johnny Yoko-Uzomah
"Blackout"
3. Bro. Dorsey Cottman
"GenICEsis
4. Bro. Jason Hawkins
"Luke C4ge"
5. Bro. Brandon Samuel
"DiversiPHIed"
6. Bro. John Busby
"Phocal Point"
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Education Foundation awards $2,000 Scholarship and recognizes
Community Leaders at annual Black & Gold Ball
By: Bro. Patrick Harris & Bro. Mark Forrest

On November 11th, 2017, the chapter hosted its 53rd Annual Black & Gold Scholarship Ball at
the Waterford at Springfield in Springfield, VA to honor a deserving student and a community
member for their outstanding work in the Alexandria/Arlington communities.
Before the sold-out crowd marched in, TRL brothers, led by Bro. David Preston, was hard at work
ensuring the center pieces were just right, the tables were neat, and the logistics were tight.
Prior to the main event, guests gathered for a cocktail reception to mingle with the Ball sponsors
and with one another. Our very own Bro. Gillis Taylor served as the photographer and helped
capture memories of the occasion.
Unlike any Black and Gold Ball before,
the event began with a new member
presentation of our Fall 2017 line. (See
photo on page 3 for information about
the Fall 2017 line.)
Lively co-hosts Bro. Patrick Harris (TRL
Fall '16) and 2017 Miss Black Virginia,
Midori Amae, welcomed the crowd and
facilitated the evening. The sold-out
event was attended by brothers across
the area and community members. After
a delectable dinner, the co-hosts ushered
in the awards portion of the
Scholarship Ball, which included the awarding of the Theta Rho Lambda Education Foundation’s
scholarship and the presentation of the Community Service Award, which goes to a community
member going above and beyond the status quo for the people of Alexandria and Arlington.
Chapter President, Bro. Lenard Williams (TRL Fall '09), began by awarding Immediate Past
President Bro. Kevin Glover an award for his service to the chapter. Bro. Williams highlighted Bro.
Glover’s many accomplishments in the chapter, including his leadership in completing Theta Rho
Lambda’s mission in becoming a dual-seated chapter.
Next, Dr. Lauren A. Puryear, a 29-year-old
mental health clinician who founded the
organization For the Love of Others, LLC,
was awarded the Theta Rho Lambda
Community Service Award. The
organization’s mission is to assist those
in need with a specific focus on
eradicating hunger. Lauren set an
ambitious goal to feed 30,000 people.
She graciously accepted the award and
informed the crowd that she and her
organization exceeded her goal by
feeding 60,000 people.
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The next award was presented by Bro. Matthew
Johnson (TRL Spring ‘14), Director of
Educational Activities, who introduced Carlos
Villarroel Cardova, the 2017 scholarship
recipient. Carlos Villarroel Cordova is a senior
at T.C. Williams High School in Alexandria,
Virginia. His family immigrated to the United
States six years ago. Carlos has worked
diligently to excel academically, but also to
uplift his local community. He has earned an
impressive 3.77 overall grade point average
while enrolling in 11 Honors or Advanced
Placement (AP) classes. Carlos has exhibited his
leadership skills by participating in the Key
Club, DECA., FBLA, National Honor Society, as
well as varsity wrestling. Teary-eyed and filled
with gratitude, Carlos accepted the award
alongside his brother and father. With
confidence, he told his story to the audience,
highlighting the sacrifices that his father made
immigrating to the United States. He said he
would use the sacrifices he and his family made
as the fuel he needs to excel in school and to
make a difference in the world around him.
Carlos was awarded a $2,000 scholarship by
the Theta Rho Lambda Education Foundation.
Lastly, Bro. Shannon Thompson (TRL Fall ‘14)
was recognized as the 2017 Brother of the Year
for his leadership and efforts in leading the
Theta Rho Lambda Education Foundation’s
efforts in securing its 501(c)(3) status.
To end the evening, Bro. Chris Jones (TRL Spring
‘14), Dean of the Fall 2017 line, formally
introduced our newest brothers to the
community. As the formal ceremony ended, the
celebration had just begun. The attendees
danced the night away to the classics and new
school hits by DJ Dublee.
We are looking forward seeing to everyone
again next year when we convene again to
award the work of students and community
leaders.
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A Year in Review
Brothers attend General Convention in Baltimore
By Bro. Keith Laing

The Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc.'s 94th
General Convention took place in Baltimore,
MD from July 12- 16, 2017. The theme of the
convention was Action and Advocacy with the
Urgency of Now. Theta Rho Lambda was well
represented with four delegates: Bros. Robert
Wright, Keith Laing, Shawn Pressley and George
White. Numerous other Brothers attended the
convention and the chapter hosted a hospitality
suite that was also well-received. The
convention seemed to be very popular with
Brothers from far and wide as all four
convention hotels were sold out. Theta Rho
Lambda looks forward to being represented at
future conventions, including the next one in
July 2019 in Las Vegas.

#PhirstFridays
By Bro. Keith Laing

For the fourth consecutive fraternal year, the Theta Rho Lambda chapter conducted a “Phirst
Fridays” happy hour series as a social community engagement initiative.
The intent of the events is: to provide an
avenue for Brothers to meet and greet
other Brothers outside of the monthly
chapter meetings; to create a medium for
other Greek affiliates, friends and family
members to expand their social network;
and to increase the chapter’s visibility
within the Arlington County and the City
of Alexandria, Va. communities. Phirst
Fridays typically are scheduled the first
Friday of each month and at a location in
Arlington or Alexandria that is easily
accessible via Metro train. Phirst Friday
was relaunched in April, and the venue to
host the event was A-Town Bar & Grill
in Ballston. Following the re-launch, Phirst Fridays were held at Dos Amigos Bar and Grill in
Alexandria in May and Spider Kelly’s in Clarendon in June. Events were also held at Kora
Restaurant in Crystal City in July and Arlington Rooftop Bar & Grill in the Courthouse area in
August. The Brothers of Theta Rho Lambda enjoyed the events and look forward to resuming the
series next year!
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“Theta Rho Lambda Feeding
Local Families to Start Holiday
Season”

By: Jason Hawkins

The Brothers of the Theta Rho Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. kicked-off
the holiday season with their participation in
the annual Thanksgiving Basket Distribution at
the Ruby Tucker Family Center in Alexandria,
VA. The Brother’s answered the call of service
and fed the many families of the community.
On Wednesday, November 22, the men of
Alpha gave their all to make Thanksgiving
possible for deserving families of the
community.
Since 1964,
Theta Rho
Lambda has been
a staple of the
community.
These dedicated
men partnered
with First Agape
Community
Church to
prepare care
baskets for this
season. The
Brothers
distributed all
the fixings to
make a perfect
holiday feast. Many of their members went
door-to- door to deliver these packages to
those families in need. The Church along with
the Family Center helped TRL to identify those
families within the Alexandria community who
are in need. From there once identified, the
care baskets were available for pick up or
home delivery.
Many local families stopped into the Family
Center headquarters to obtain their care
basket. “We did
not discriminate those who received care
baskets. Families in need can come as they are
to receive their basket. "It is a blessing to have
the support of the Alpha Phi Alpha brother’s.”
said Ms. Diaz, Ruby Tucker Family Center
Administrator..
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Brother Jarryd Taylor, was among the many
Brothers present who helped make this
initiative a success.
“As Alphamen, we believe it is our duty to
serve the community this holiday season in
any way or capacity necessary,” said Taylor.
“It is unfortunate there are families within our
community who do not have the luxury of
preparing a holiday meal due to hardship and
financial instability. With that in mind, it is
important that we give back and show the
community that they are loved, cared for, and
will not go without,” said Brother Lenard
Williams, President of Theta Rho Lambda
Chapter.
The work of Alpha continues as the chapter
prepares with the support of Alexandria
Redevelopment & Housing Authority (ARHA)
for it’s annual Toys-for- Tots/Winter
Wonderland Program in December.

Brothers participate in Area 4 Founders Day Breakfast
By: Bro. Keith Laing

Theta Rho Lambda was proud to
have participated in the VACAPAF
Area IV's annual Founders' Day
Breakfast. The breakfast took place
on December 2, 2017 at the Ebenzer
Baptist Church in Woodbridge, Va.
The keynote speaker for the event
was Bro. Robert L. Bailey, who
served as the first African American
General to take command of the U.S.
Marine Corp.'s 1st Marine Division. A
hearty breakfast was served that
was enjoyed by all attendees.
Neophyte Bros. Philip Wilkerson and
Jason Hawkins represented Theta
Rho Lambda in a ceremony designed
to honor the Jewels of our
dear fraternity. Brothers from Iota Alpha performed a step routine and every Brother that was in
attendance participated in a rededication ceremony that was designed to send Brothers back to
their respective chapters with a fully recharged Alpha spirit.

TRL brothers shift their community service focus to Arlington County for MLK Day
By: Bro. Mike Bajit

For 2018 the Bro. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service (MLK-DoS) will shift its community
service focus to Arlington County. For seven weeks, starting on December 2, 2017, the Chapter
will be collecting toiletries and cleaning supplies for Bridges to Independence (formerly the
Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless) and the Arlington Street Peoples Assistance
Network (ASPAN).
Additionally, we will be collecting clothing for the Ronda
Gilliam Clothing Bank of the Arlington Presbyterian
Church. A reminder: Bro. Gilliam is a Charter Member of
Theta Rho Lambda Chapter. Arlington Presbyterian
Church named the clothing bank, which he established, in
honor of Bro. Gilliam a year after his passing. Brothers
who wish to obtain collection boxes for them to place at
locations they frequent, may obtain one by contacting
Bro. Mike Bajit. The clothing donations will be brought to
Arlington Presbyterian Church on a day when the clothing
bank is open. On the Saturday before the holiday, the
supplies will be sorted and boxed. On the morning of MLK
Day, Brothers will deliver them to the offices of the
community organizations.
In keeping with previous years Brothers will congregate
at the MLK Memorial at 12 noon and sing the hymn, which
will followed by lunch at a local restaurant.
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Moments
of
Service
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2017-2019
Theta Rho Lambda Chapter
Executive Officers
Bro. Lenard Williams
President
Bro. Keith Laing
Vice President
Bro. Marc Peters
Recording Secretary
Bro. Anthony Hyman Jr.
Corresponding Secretary
Bro. Justin Harris
Financial Secretary
Bro. George White
Treasurer
Bro. Robert Wright
Sargent at Arms
Bro. Chris Jones
Membership of Intake
Bro. Patrick Harris
Associate Editor to The Sphinx
Bro. Matthew Johnson
Dir. of Educational Activities
Bro. Gillis Taylor
Chaplin
Bro. Otha Myers
Parliamentarian
Bro. Michael Bajit
Historian
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Connect with
Theta Rho Lambda Chapter
-Visit ThetaRhoLamba.org to learn more information about our
chapter and our upcoming events.
-Attend any of our upcoming events to get to know the brothers in
our chapter
-Email info@thetarholambda.org to learn the details of our
upcoming chapter meeting

@TRLAlphas

A Note
from the
Editor

Theta Rho Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Greetings Brothers and Readers,
Since 1964, The Image of Alpha has been a
professional publication to share the work TRL has
done in the community. As I was editing this
edition, I reflected most on Bro. Penn's words
about how far the chapter has come since having 7
brothers in the chapter in 1967. As the Associate
Editor of the Sphinx, I am committed to capturing
and highlighting TRL's continued growth and the
brothers who make it happen.
Onward and Upward,
Bro. Patrick Harris
Associate Editor of the Sphinx
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